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CHAPTER I

FOUNDING THE NEW RELIGION
ASSASSINATION OF JOSEPH SMITH

The Saints expelled from Missouri.—They cross the N
sissippi into lllinois.—Forming a New Settlement.—A
rival in Quincy.—A Kind Reception.—The city of “Nau
voo” Founded.—A New Temple Begun.—Great Sucg
of the Foreign Missions.—The Saints flock from Euro
—Thousands assemble in Nauvoo.—The Prophet Jo
applies for a City Charter—Nauvoo Incorporated.—1
Saints Petition the National Government.—The Prophgf
visits Washington.—His Interview with President V|

Buren.—He coquets with Politics.—He Stands on the P

pice.—The Saints in Danger.—The Prophet Smith N

nated for President.—He tries to find the “Golden Way.

Mormon Missionaries preach Politics.—The Prophet lop

towards the Pacific Coast.—The Blind Obedience of

Saints.—The Real Devotion of their Faith.—Gentile O

ions.—How Boggs was shot in the Head.—The Spiri

u
Wife-Doctrine.—Dr. William Law Protests.—TerribIL

Charges against the Prophet.—TRauvoo Expositor.—
The Prophet Surrenders.—He is Murdered in Jail.
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FTER this crime
and the state o

The Mormons were get
ting decidedly the wors|
of the warfare, and the
opponents showed the
no mercy. At the massg
cre at Haun’s Mills, for
instance, men, womer
and children were shg
down in cold blood by ¢

_

-
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company of the Missouri militia, the houses plundered fajpg

burned, and the clothing even stripped from the dead
ies.
There had been inhuman murders in other places, mg
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and women alike falling victims to the fury of the mo

there had been a battle fought at Crooked River, and
eral skirmishes between the Mormons and Missouri

succeeded crime

affairs grew worse daily]

exaggerated reports of which had spread through the coun-
try like wildfire. The whole state was in arms against the
Mormons. The governor issued an order of expulsion, think-
ing it the surest way to quell the disturbance, which had
almost grown beyond him, and gave the Saints three months
in which to leave the state. Every Mormon was to be out of
the state at the end of that time, except those who were in
prison. Of them the governor said, “Their fate is fixed ; the
die is cast ; their doom is sealed.”
_ As on the occasion of the removal from Ohio, there
lifas considerable apostasy in the Church. Many persons
'grew discouraged, and their faith wavered. In following
“Smith they had been led from difficulty into danger, had
ESgffered persecution and poverty, and were now driven from
PEheir homes to seek refuge in some more hospitable spot.
_SE%ry man’s hand seemed turned against them, and they
head grown tired of perpetual warfare. If God had ever
lled, He had surely deserted them now, and there was no
A}se in their longer undergoing trial and suffering.
€Cl-  Those who remained firm were still strong in the
,”'Niith ; stronger, if possible, than ever. Joseph was their
“Prophet, and they clung to him and his revelations with
Chshaken confidence. “Blessed are they who are perse-
_tt!ﬁted for righteousness’ sake,” was a favorite and comfort-
g quotation at that time. They were cheered by frequent
Rhters from Joseph, written in prison, as they journeyed
towards lllinois, which was the next point towards which
they turned their feet, already weary with wandering. On
receiving the order of expulsion, the Saints pledged them-
selves never to cease their exertions until every one of their
faith was out of the state ; and to accomplish this within the
time required , they worked unceasingly, through sickness,
fpoverty, and privation.
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m My mother has often described to me this enforced
Ijourney. She was always deeply moved, and never spoke
of it that the hot tears did not rush to her eyes, and her voice
quiver with indignation. The journey was taken in the dead
tof winter. Many of the women and children were already
Lill from exposure, yet they were obliged to leave the state
h the rest ; and although everything was done for their
bedmort that could well be done, yet their sufferings were
most intense. They were robbed of their horses, and were
Nobliged to make their escape with ox-teams, crossing those
twenty-mile prairies, facing cold, wintry winds without even

a cover to the wagons. My mother held her two infants
close in her arms during all the long, tedious journey, to
keep them from perishing. She had but one dress to wear,
PAs she had to lease Daviess County in great haste, taking
My her children with her ; and on her arrival in lllinois

P8Re was entirely destitute, her clothing being literally torn




in pieces. Inthe spring of 1839 all were safely landed
the Mississippi River, where they were joined in April, s
after their arrival, by Joseph and his fellow prisoners,
had “miraculously,” as Joseph said, made their escape
their enemies.

The joy of the Saints was very great at his arri
The waning courage was restored, wavering faith
strengthened, and they were all ready to enter the
scheme which his prophetic soul should propose, af
follow blindly and unquestioningly the next “revelation

The feeling of the Mormon people towards {
Missourians is very bitter to this day, and they have n
lost an opportunity in all these years of injuring them wH
ever it became possible. The memory of the indign
heaped upon them, and the sufferings to which they
subjected, is still most vivid. Even my mother, notwi
standing the fact of her having apostatized, and having
no interest or faith in the Mormon Church, can never
give the Missourians. She says, “If the Mormons werg
greatest
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fanatics on the earth, the Missourians cannot be justifi
the course which they pursued. There is no doubt they
exasperated by the actions of the Mormons, and suf

at¢red® was with the Mormons in Missouri and Illinois. He

I

@aid that Joseph not only advised his people publicly to
wptunder from the Gentiles, but privately ordered them to do
frmon At one time he was himself sent by the Prophet to steal
lumber for coffins. He went with a party of men down the
valver, loaded a raft with lumber from a Gentile saw-mill,
warsd brought it up to the “City of the Saints.” Another man,
next
d to
he
evExw a bishop in the Mormon Church, told my mother that
ehne was deputed by Joseph to go and take some cattle, and
tiddve them to the city. As he was entering the town on his
vezturn from his successful marauding trip, he was called
thAato a house, where there were sick persons, to anoint and
nanay for them in connection with another elder. On meet-
fang this elder afterwards, he remarked, “I have often won-
tthered that the Lord listened to our prayers in behalf of the
sick under such circumstances.” The elder replied, quietly,
“I had not been stealing.”

Had such teachings been given by the Gentiles, and
followed by their people, it would have been sin. But with
the Mormons it was always “the will of the Lord,” and in
pHis name they committed the crimes that produced disas-
wiereand disgrace among the people of Missouri, and finally
eresulted in their expulsion from that state. Thus it was that
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loss of property, and even life, at the hands of the Dardtdength we find them driven out by violence from among

bands ; but they need not, in the cruel spirit of reve
punish the innocent women and children, for it was on t
that the blow fell the hardest. It was they, who had no
in the bringing on the trouble, who were to suffer in rg
bution for the misdeeds of others.”

Notwithstanding all that had taken place in Mis-

souri, some of the more enthusiastic Saints believed t
was the promised land, and that some time they should

ngepeople who at first had received them with the utmost

ndgendliness, and forced to seek refuge on the farther shore

paftthe Mississippi, despite the promise which Joseph had

tso often given them, ““in the name of the Lord,” that Mis-
souri should be the abiding-place of the Saints.

Joseph, however, still continued to assert that the

h&aints “should return again and build up the waste places

carh&ion,” and pointed out Missouri as the spot which was

in and possess it. Indeed, that belief has prevailed amtmfge the “central stake” from which he was eventually to

some of the older Mormons until within a very short tir
Brigham has preached it and promised it ; but now he
very little about it, and when he does he is wise to adc

heule all America; but the fact remained that the people must
shgse homes until such good time as they might be allowed

the Lord shall will it so.” The present indications are,
the Lord will not “will it so,” and all the Saints have c
tentedly accepted Utah as “Zion,” in the face of “rev
tion.”

In giving, thus briefly, a sketch of the “Misso
war,” | tell the story as | have always heard it, since |
child, from my parents, who were in the midst of it,
who were rendered homeless and poor by it. Althoug
ways hearing it from the Mormon side, | must, to do
narrators justice, say they have never attempted to hid
part of the provocation which the Saints gave ; and
now hold Joseph responsible for it, by his, to say the |
unwise teachings.

Itis not very long since | was talking with a per

,tof“‘come again to their own.”
hat They had landed at Quincy, Illinois, and had been
nvery kindly received by the residents. On their arrival they
lat once commenced searching for a place to settle, and build
another “stake;” and the place finally selected by the Prophet
rwas situated on the Mississippi River, about forty miles
$ram Quincy. It was first called Commerce; but this name
raking considered altogether too matter-of —fact and
al-
the
&y HOW NAUVOO, THE NEW ZION, WAS BUILT.
hey
gehctical, it was named, by inspiration, NAUVOO, which,
being translated from the “Reformed Egyptian,”—the lan-
oguage in which all revelations were first given—means “The



Beautiful.”
The new city grew rapidly; another Temple w
commenced by command of the Lord, and the people
adjured not to cease work upon it until it was finished;
the Saints were commanded to gather there as soor
was practicable. Missionaries were sent to Europe,
converts flocked from thence to Zion. Never were n
sions crowned with greater success than those that
established in Europe by the Mormon Church. The el
went first to England, from there to Norway, Sweden, D
mark, Switzerland, France, and they even attempted

souri. They commenced with the justice of the peace; from
abhem they went to the state officers; finally to the President
vbimself. They prepared very carefully, and, as far as pos-
alble, very accurately, a statement of the losses of the Saints

asMissouri, and Joseph Smith, Sidney Rigdon, and Elias
atidbee went to Washington with it, to endeavor to seek
hizdress through the agency of Congress.
were  Martin Van Buren, who was President at that time,
deeseived them with that peculiar suavity of manner for which
ehe was specially noted, that impressiveness which expressed
taly,much and meant so little, and listened to them with the

but with so little success that the mission there was sfg

emdst courteous patience. But his answer was: “Gentlemen,

ily abandoned. Indeed, the southern countries of Eufgeir cause is just, but | can do nothing for you.” The party
did not seem to have taken kindly to the new doctring returned to Nauvoo disappointed, but in no wise discour-
the Saints and evinced but the slightest interest in the aged, and exceedingly indignant with the government and
tablishment of a “spiritual kingdom on the earth,” and gailde entire American people, whom they considered their

no heed whatever to Joseph'’s revelations. But hundr

srmémies from that moment. From the lowest officer to the

converts were made among the English and Scanding\iaghest, they considered that they had failed to meet with
people, and they all evinced a strong desire to “gathe¢the slightest sympathy, and there was no desire shown to
Zion,” and considered no sacrifice too great to be madanake any amends to these people. Joseph and the elders

facilitate their emigration.
poorer classes, but some among them were persons

Most of them were from thimdulged in more incendiary talk than ever; but this was

oom+ devoted entirely against the government.

siderable wealth, and many were from the comfortable

middle class of farmers and trades people.

The people of Illinois were inclined to be very
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friendly with Mormon people, and to make up by sympa-

thy and kindness for the treatment which the Saints|had

“In the name of the Lord God of Israel,” proph-

received in Missouri. But, as has invariably been the dassied Joseph, “unless the United States redress the wrongs
the Mormons, by their own acts, managed to turn thesemmitted upon the Saints in Missouri, in a few years the

friends into enemies, and to embroil themselves in n
guarrels.

The people in the surrounding towns found th
troublesome, and most undesirable neighbors; for in
of their kindly reception, Joseph did not cease his injy
tions to
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“get all you can from the wicked Gentiles,” and the cor]
guence was perpetual trouble and constant complaint

Early on his arrival at Nauvoo, Joseph applied
the lllinois legislature for a city charter, which was gran
at once. This charter was extremely liberal, and by its
biguous wording deceived the legislature, they consi
ing it straightforward and honorable, while really it gz
Joseph unlimited power in the government of the city, W

ngevernment will be entirely overthrown.” And again: “They
all turned a deaf ear to our entreaties, and now the Lord

ewill come out in swift fury and vex the nation.”

Epite The troubles in Illinois culminated, as they had in
rdissouri, in political difficulties. The people of lllinois
were growing exceedingly tired of their new citizens, whom
they had welcomed so warmly, since their kindness had
been returned with so much ingratitude by the Mormons;
but the political leaders of the state endeavored to curry
favor with Joseph, and obtain his influence, since it had
seeen discovered that the Mormon vote was solid. Whigs
and Democrats had each tried to secure them, but Smith
t@d his own purpose to serve, and he used either Whigs or

tddlemocrats as best suited him. Neither party could rely on

anim or his promises, and consequently both became ex-
deeedingly hostile towards him, and were equally zealous in
vendeavoring to limit his power. He was, indeed, rendered
itherfectly independent of the state laws by the charter which

out regard to state or national laws, and rendered it impth& governor so readily signed, without being aware what a

sible that he could be held prisoner, even if arrested.
had the right to release himself: the charter providec
that.

Before the establishment of the city it was “
vealed” to Joseph that his people must importune a
feet of all in authority for a redress of their wrongs in M

blander he was committing; and the exertions of the
finoisians were directed towards getting their charter re-
pealed. Anti-Mormon organizations were formed for the
epurpose of inducing the legislature to cancel the charter,
thieband the Nauvoo Legion, a military organization, of
isvhich Joseph was commander-in-chief, and, if possible, to




eventually get rid of the Mormons altogether. The fee
ran quite as high as it had done in Missouri, although t
were no such deeds of violence as that sate witnessg
remained, for some time at least, a political rather th
personal warfare, and Joseph seemed for many mon;
maintain his position in spite of every exertion of his
emies; and, in fact, got decidedly the best of them in e
way.

Joseph’s political career was, to say the least
intricate

57 THE PROPHET NOMINATED FOR PRESIDEN
and an ambitious one. He aimed at the very highest
tion which the country could give him. He inaugurate
legislature at Nauvoo, in opposition to that of the state
he took good care that it should be kept from the kng
edge of all persons outside of the city, and this same |
lature did, in its way, the most remarkable work. One 0
acts was to nominate Joseph for the Presidency of the U
States.

Clay and Calhoun were at that time rival can

ing
here 58
ed. It
atadlure must be followed by another exodus of the Mormon
hsetople, for as early as 1842 he began to talk of the superior
badvantages of the Pacific valley as a settlement, and the
veéprd's finger” seemed turning slowly but surely in that
direction, and it was not long before the Prophet sent a com-
, @any of men to explore that, then, almost unknown coun-
try, and not long after he began prophesying that in five
years’ time the Saints would be located “away from the
influence of mobs.”
I. The Saints, as usual, received the prediction in good
faith, and were ready to follow him wherever he should
péesid, notwithstanding that doing so meant giving up home,
daand property, and becoming poor, exiled wanderers. The
lwavotion of this deluded, persecuted people to their false
VArophet was almost sublime. In answer to his “Leave all
bgise follow me,” came the self-sacrificing words, “Whither
f ttoou goest we will go; thy God shall be our God.”
nited Mistaken, deceived, deluded as they were, the great
body of this people deserve some charitable regard, since
dihey obeyed the dictates of their consciences, and were

“THE LORD’S FINGER” POINTS WEST!

dates for the Presidency, and Joseph wrote to both of theilling to suffer martyrdom for their religion. The great

asking them what course they would pursue towardg
Mormons in case they were elected. Neither of them
swered in a manner to please him; they were altogeths
indefinite, refusing in any way to commit themselves
the Mormon cause; and he gave them both a severe
gation, and withdrew his support and countenance from
parties; and with him, of course, went the whole bod)
the Mormons.

He published his own views on the national pol
in a pamphlet, and announced himself as Presidential
didate. His followers confidently believed that he wo
be elected. They had no idea that he could fail to a
whatever he attempted. Missionaries were sent all ove
United States, proselyting and electioneering, and the S
certainly worked faithfully to further their Prophet’s am
tion.

In the legislative assembly he had those friends
allies in training who were to form his cabinet when
should reach the White House. Of this assembly, Brig
Young was an important, active, and favorite member,
Joseph prophesied wonderful things of him. It is said
he even named him as his successor as leader of the

taly of them are not answerable for most of the crimes
anmmitted by the command of the leaders, since they were
rigpaorant of them, and their hatred of the Gentiles is not so
treatly to be wondered at, since they suffered the persecu-
césti-without even knowing that there was the slightest cause
bfithit, except their objectionable belief. | feel that | must
pay this tribute to the Mormon people. Naturally, they were
a law-abiding, peace-loving, intensely religious people; their
gyeculiar natures, touched a little with fanaticism, having
Chiat mental organization that not only accepts the super-
Lildatural, but demands it, made it the more easy for them to
[thiecome the victims of a man like Joseph Smith.

rthe  The belief that they were the very chosen of God;
aihtet He revealed Himself to them through their Prophet;
pithat He took special note of their in-comings and out-go-

ings; that He
and
he
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and
thedl their way in all their wanderings, sometimes in thorny
Maths, sometimes through pleasant places—made them

mon people. But | think that that story is a little more dolitgesitively heroic in their devotion. | hold that their ear-

ful.

In the midst of all this seeking after political infl
ence, Joseph Smith must, | think, have had some id
the hopelessness of it all, and some presentiment at
that his

nestness and singleness of purpose ought to win them a
I-certain degree of respect, mingled with the intensest pity
pdhat they could become the dupes of such unscrupulous,
leastbearing, unprincipled men as their leaders have proved
themselves to be. They have been blinded by fanaticism,
and led by false representations. Kept in a community by
themselves, forbidden any intercourse with the outside




world, they have known nothing outside of Mormonismrless to touch the Prophet, and he could afford to set it at
except what their rulers have chosen to tell them, and thefiance. With that charter to uphold him, and the “Nau-
has never been the truth. They have believed that ¢warg Legion” to defend, him, he, for a time, completely
man’s hand was against them; that they were literally “péaffled his enemies.

secuted for righteousness’ sake;” and they have been taught

About this time an added reason was found for

that the Lord commanded them to hate all persons nphafing and dreading the Mormon people and their influ-
their belief, and that it was an act pleasing to Him wheence. The “Spiritual-Wife” doctrine was hinted at just at
ever a Gentile was put out of the way. Without being muahis juncture, and this created even a greater disturbance
derers at heart, they have been taught that murder is gattaf the political difficulties had done, since this caused a

their religion, a vital portion of their worship. | shall

large apostasy, and divided the church against itself. The

plain that belief mere fully presently, when | come to speakcusations that some of the apostates brought against Smith

of the “Blood- Atonement.”

were damaging in the extreme.

The Gentiles have had very little opportunity, umtil

lately, of mingling at all with this people; and they ha
guite as naturally on their part, judged the Mormons to
bloodthirsty, cruel, dishonest, and licentious people,
not only did not merit toleration, even, but ought, inde
to be utterly exterminated. No good could possibly cd
out of Nazareth, they thought; and a person avowing
self a Mormon has not been so much an object of hatr
of loathing and contempt.

Mind you, | am not upholding the Mormon faith
consider it the falsest, most hypocritical, and most ¢
belief under the sun. Although its founder arrogated
the title of the “Church of Jesus Christ,” there is noth
Christ-like in its teachings or in its practice.
always
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have been, and still are, supremely selfish, caring onl
their personal aggrandizement, disloyal to the governr
under which they live, treacherous to their friends, reve

e,

pbea6l THE DOCTOR’S WIFE MAKES AN UGLY

vho “REVELATION.”

ed,

me One of his chief accusers was a man named Will-

nilmm Law, who had been his earnest friend and one of his
pd@snsellors. The Prophet had no stancher friend or warmer
defender than Law, and he was also esteemed by all the
IMormon people, as well as by Smith himself. He strongly
rusapproved of some of Joseph's acts, and finally felt obliged
adtwithdraw from him altogether.

ing After his apostasy, he, with some other disaffected

Its leadeMormons, among whom were his brother, Wilson Law, Dr.

Forster, William Marks, and the Higbee brothers, all men
of standing and influence among the Saints, commenced to
hold meetings in a grove on Sundays. This grove was a
mile from the place where the Mormons held their regular
services; yet the parties of the Saints were accustomed to
fwr to the other meeting to hear what was said and report to
nere Prophet. So he was kept well informed of the move-
hgeents of the apostates, and their attitude towards him and

ful to their foes; insincere, believing nothing which th
teach, and tyrannical and grasping in the extreme, t

etne church.
king At one of these meetings, William Law electrified

everything that their lustful eyes may desire, and grepdpd almost stunned his listeners by testifying that the
grasping hands can clutch, no matter at whose expenstraphet had made dishonorable proposals to his wife, Mrs.

may be taken, or what suffering the appropriation

agw, making the request under cover of his asserted “Rev-

cause. Butthe people themselves have no part in the trieabdtion,” that the Lord had commanded that he should take

ery, revengefulness, hypocrisy, or cupidity of their leadesgiritual wives, to add to his glory. He also stated that Smith

and should be judged from an entirely different standpointade his visit to his wife in the middle of the night, when
In 1842 Governor Boggs, of Missouri, was shot &e knew her husband to be absent. Mrs. Law was present,

and wounded severely in the head. This act was suspeatatiher husband called upon her to testify as to whether he
to have been done at the instigation of Joseph, and thg featt made the statement correctly. She corroborated all that
ing against him grew stronger than ever. It was with ¢dme had said, and added that Joseph had asked her to give

siderable difficulty that his followers prevented his seizutém half her love; she was at liberty to keep the other half

and forcible abduction into Missouri. He was very ne
in the power of his enemies several times; but the de
of the Missourians were nothing compared to the wiles
cunning of the crafty Prophet and his officers. The go
nor of lllinois attempted to arrest him, but found the w
rant of apprehension set aside by the charter which he
self had signed. In fact, it was found that the law was f

fgr her husband.

ices  The Higbees testified, at the same meeting, to hav-
and frequently seen Joseph’s horse standing for a long time
vdefore the door of certain improper resorts. This statement
aras certainly untrue, and was probably made under a mis-
hiale. The greatest excitement prevailed after this meeting,
oand the feeling ran very high between the contending fac-
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COMES TO GRIEF.

tions of the church. Joseph and his adherents, on thei
charges some of the apostates with gross immorality

keep utter silence upon the subject. Among the Saints it

was received most reluctantly. The women, especially, felt

that a cross was being laid upon them greater that they could
bear, and many openly rebelled. They felt that some great
trouble was come upon them, but they did not then know

phejntense bitterness of it, nor what the moral results would

d&ed The majority of them did not believe that they would

they retaliated by saying they had only followed the teacguffer personally from it; but, alas! They little knew how

ings of Smith. Criminations and recriminations were hu
furiously at each other by the two parties.

Burning of the Mewspaper Office

Law and some of his associates started a p

called the"Nauvoo Expositor,” which they intended t¢

devote to the criticism of Smith’s policy, and the denun
tion of his character. As may be imagined, it was not a

leghsy it would be to convince a man that positive wrong
would become moral right, when all legal restrictions were
removed, or when the conscience could be so easily soothed
by the opiate of “Revelation.”

Joseph'’s career, after producing his “Celestial Mar-
riage” cheat, and palming it off on his followers with the
blasphemous “Thus saith the Lord,” was very short. He
was induced to surrender himself to the authorities, and
with his brother Hyrum, the Apostle John Taylor, and the
Apostle Willard Richards, was placed in the Carthage jail.

It was feared by the Mormons, and by some of the
Gentiles, that attempts would be made to massacre him in
prison; but Governor Ford, under whose protection he was,
seemed to apprehend no danger, and placed no extra guards
about the prison. He himself went from Carthage to Nau-
Voo, to see personally into the condition of affairs there,
and also to assert his authority, but took no measures for a
redoubled care and watch over the prisoners. While he
was away the jail was attacked, and the Prophet and his
brother Hyrum assassinated. Their companions escaped

apdth wounds.

The history of Joseph Smith is one of the most re-
Cimrarkable on record. From an ignhorant, superstitious
yéaymer’s boy, he became “Prophet, Seer, and Revelator,”

long-lived sheet, only one number being issued. Enradednder

by its plain speech, Joseph and some of his followers
stroyed the building, broke the machinery, and threw al
the type, in their strenuous endeavors to suppress “the|
dom of the press.”

Affairs had reached such a crisis, that to allay
excitement and to explain some of his “peculiar” mq
weaknesses, the Prophet found it necessary to produ
famous “Revelation,” giving the most unbridled licensed
all the worst passions of their nature. This “Revelati

was intended to silence the noisy clamorings of the Sgint

for who

63 HOW “CELESTIAL MARRIAGE”
WAS INVENTED

de-
way
free- 64 DEATH OF THE PROPHET SMITH

tiof a new religion, which was to make his hame known, not
rahly in his own country, but over the world; made by “Di-
e the

tc

DN

of them would venture to question the convincing “Thu

saith the Lord.”

It was only given to the faithful in Zion. Its exigt- &
ence was denied loudly, if in any a whisper of it reache
the outside world, and the missionaries were cautiongd g zsqssination of

Jogeph Smith and his Brother Hyrum



vine appointment” “God’s Vicegerent upon the earth,
Religious Dictator to the whole world.” So much for
spiritual titles. He was no less fortunate in earthly hon
being President of the “Counsel of Fifty,” chief of the I¢
islature of Nauvoo, and Mayor of the city; and at last
aspired to the Presidency of the United States—a pos
it is needless to say, which he did not attain.

It is safe to believe that no one man can weaf

these “honors” without growing somewhat dizzy un
them; and it is no wonder that the Prophet Smith overred
himself at last, and fell a victim to his overweening an
tion and stupendous self-esteem, which probably maded
believe that he could accomplish impossibilities.
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